
RWI Phonics 



Phonics

• Read, Write, Inc Phonics is the phonic and reading scheme used in 
Dosthill Primary Academy.

• RWI is a complete literacy programme. It teaches phonics, 
comprehension skills, handwriting, spelling and writing skills.

• For 3 to 7 year-olds learning to read and write.

• In Reception, RWI Phonics is taught daily for 20 – 45 minutes. 
This builds up over the year.

• Phonic activities are continually provided throughout the day for 
learners to access.



What is RWI Phonics?

Speed Sounds
• Taught to recognise, read, say and write all of the sounds

in the English alphabet.
• Taught how to orally blend/segment words.

Reading
• Taught to read a range of decodable and tricky words.
• Read storybooks and non-fiction books closely matched to 

their developing phonic knowledge.
• Read with fluency and expression.
• Develop early reading comprehension skills.

Writing & Spelling
• Learn to spell using known sounds.
• Write confidently by practising what they want to write 

out loud first.
• Read print but learn to write using cursive script.

Speaking & Listening
• Work well with a partner.

By the end of Year 1 all children are accurate and speedy 
readers.



RWI Phonics in pre-reception settings

Pre-Phonic Teaching
• Listen and sing nursery rhymes- identifying rhyming words, rhythm and 

alliteration e.g. Mary had a little lamb.
• Clapping rhythms e.g. syllables in their name.
• Identifying environmental sounds.
• Playing instrumental sounds/body percussion.
• Voice sounds.
• Oral blending and segmenting e.g. put on you c-oa-t.
• Listening to and joining in repetitive/familiar stories.



Speed Sounds

There are 4 sets of speed sounds in RWI.

Set 1: a-z, sh, ch, th, ng, qu, nk

Set 2: ay, ee, igh, ow, oo oo, ar, ir, ou, oy

Set 3: alternative spellings for set 2.

Set 4: more alternative sounds (set by DPA)

Reception – Taught Set 1 some of Set 2

Year 1 – Taught Set 2, Set 3 and Set 4



Grey sounds – SET 1

White sounds – SET 2 



The English language is a complex code…

It would be easy if we only had to learn Set 1 
and Set 2 sounds.

ay igh

play

eight

cake

straight 

right

Kite

spies

fly

Set 3 sounds



Grey sounds 
– SET 3



wh ph oe au kn gn mb

aigh eigh ey dge tch y(i) se

mn wr

SET 4 Sounds



RWI phonics teaches “pure sounds”.

Imperative pure sounds are taught.

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-
guide/.

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/


Speed Sounds  

• Sound-phrase pictures are used to help the children learn the 
sounds quickly.

• Children need to revisit the sounds so they can recall them quickly.



Word Time Activities

After children have learnt a sound, they then 
learn to read words containing the sounds.

Fred Talk - c  o  t

- c ar

Look for “special friends” - sh or t



Green and Red Words



Fred Talk

Green words – Fred Talk

Red words – Tricky Words

*Look for special friends.

*Fred talk using pure sounds.



Oxford University Press publish the resources



How to help your child at home…



You can read stories with your child. 
Relentlessly.

Read favourite stories over and over again 

Read some stories at a higher level than they 
can read themselves.

Listen to them reading their home reading 
storybooks. 

Watch our storytime at home video.

http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/en/resources/storytime-home/


You can practise pronouncing sounds.

Remember no ‘fuh’ and ‘luh’!



Reading is so important!



You can have fun with Fred Talk.

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”

“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   

“Time for b-e-d!”



RWI Tutorial Video’s:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52
zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ1c

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDe74j1F52zSCiOMSn3zQDSzgu9TrbQ1c


Read, Write Inc Phonics

School Website:



Next Steps..

sburke@dosthill.org


